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Tin E Be” words and N 27 my, 
Friend, have imposed on me the melancholy. duty of giving 
to the World the following Papers, vhicſi he directed to me, 
or entfuated to my care, as the only means left" to rescue 
is memory and character from calumn) and ninepre- 
dentation. Mukilst I am determined to fulfil the engage 
ment, I feel a reluctance in performing the task, as they. 
prese * on ome individuals. "Though his expressions 
are, perhaps, too geuere, yet I am led to imagine, that even 
those Gentlemen to whom. he. alludes, had they been 50 
solemnly enjoined as I have, would, in honour and cha- 
"rity, however grating and repugnant to their feelings, let 
the Public bear him at 80 in his last defence. 


Mr. Coigly was my. 3 . benefactor, © 
and boom - companion. My interest was. at his heart, 
even in the last moments of his existence. It was my 
conzolation. to be a favourite with 50 owes 50  enerows,. 
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| | and $0 virtuous a man. Thousands at this moment, with 
mae, bitterly lament his untimely death, and the many 


miserable circumstances attending NN «urely deserved 
a volley 1 / 
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8 I saw him | ant; har he he how came 3 France. 
| Hie gave me the most satisfactory account of the causes 
and commencement of the Revolution that I have obtained 

from any quarter. His memory was 50 remarkably te- 
nacious, that he ' seldom omitted the minutest| circum- 
Stance in his longest narratives, let the subject be ever $0 
complicated. He certainly was not then a friend to the 
French Revolution ; and if he had latterly changed his 
principles, J am confident it was brought about, as it 
is with the majority of the Inisu Nation at present, by 
calumny, | False SuSPicion, Prejudice, and. unjust perse- 
cutlion. o enn OY As l 4 es þ * 


* WW 


| I was with Aint almost every 49 Wia 5 in Dublin 
last January; and particularly on the day of the date of the 
Paper sworn to have been found in his pocket-book, which 
dates that the Bearer of it was then in London, and had 
only a few hours to remain T went with him, on the night 
of the g15, from Dublin to Rush, and parted with him 
next day, within a mile's distance of that Place. * 
may be - asked, why he did not produce witnesses* 10 
= prove he was in Dublin at the time? And, why he de- 
nied the great coat? To the first of these questions my 
enswer is, that he could easily have produced Texpertants 
witnesses to prove the fac of his being then in Dublin: 


| the evident presumption, therefore, i is, that he had no know=" 
* 


EG 
ledge of "the" Joke or contents of the Piper i in genen 
until it was produced and read in Court as evidence to lo. 
take away his life. To the second question my anewer, 
is simple, (even Supposing the great-coat, . which I can. 
by no means admit, "to be his... for there was no Satisface 
tory proof of it). that all his Fellow-Prisoners, as well 
as himself,. thought it prudent, as appeared by the un- 

| willing evidence of the Bow-street Runners, © to refuse to 
own” any of the baggage... givi ng expressly as a Sufficient 
reason for s0 doing, the probability of their having put 
Something into it: to which is to be added, the Runners 
| having reſuged to mark or make an inventory of the Pa- 
pers, or to gend for a Magistrate to identify them. 


| T lived in the same Town with Mr. Coigly nearly 

| three years, spent most of my vacant days and evenings in 

his company, and found his conversation alwayg chaste, 
edifying and cheerful. I was delighted with his vivacity, 

_ * pleased with his virtue and talents as a clergyman, and 
amaxed at the solidity of his understanding and heroic 
principles.....In argument he displayed much erudi tion, 

particularly hastorical knowledge, of which he had a won- 
derful store. His disposition was mild, liberal and cha- 
ritable....abhorrent of meanness and hypocrisy....feelingly 
indignant of injustice and cruelty. All my wh 
ence loved and admired him: he was on the most inti- 
wate footing with them, and was as the child of the family 
in every house. 


| Although he has written the following Narrative 
ef his Life, Remarks on his Trial, Address to his Country- 
3 | | men, 


Fg 


# , * 3 vi ] 8 7 
men, and all the Letters except two, since his.- conviction, 
| and immediately before his execution, under the greatest 
; divadvantages, I have not ventured to have the least al- 
 , teration, made in his style. I give his Friends is WI 


WORDS, knowing they, would not be pleased with 1 > me if 
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20 7. H E LIFE 


„ OP "57 


The Reverend JAMES COIGLY, 


. 


As WRITTEN x 
BY HIMSELF. 
porno . | . 
BESS. ns | Maidwone Gaol, goth April 2798. 
Nx Dran END! | | 


| Haeey am I, even in my present melancholy 
Ktuation, to have it in my power still to call you by that 
endearing name ! My health declines 80 rapidly that I re- 
solved to write you a few lines before the ne of that 


awful ext, wank now appears inevitable. 


T an the descendant of knw Irish tribes. Not 
one of the plundering settlers who enslaved my country 
appears on the list of my ancestors. They were strenuous 


defenders of their country's independence ; and were the 
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bet to yield to the tyrant's yoke, by fa the ereatelf number 
choosing greatly to fall with a falling State, . tha sur- 
vive its gestruction..... Disclaiming any present titls“ to for- 
feited lands, it is astonishing to behold the immense pro- 
perty taken from my mother's ancestor by James the First, 
who also almost destroyed my father's family, and all its 


connections, planting thc - inheritance with foreigners, 


and thus endeavouring to root out the spitit and name of 
these warlike tribes together; yet their Scattered remains 
most yigorously opposed Cromwell, and were afterwards 
debarred of their rights at the Court of Claims by the 


wicked policy of Charles the Second. Novvithstanding 


such treatment, they mustered all their ſorces in defence 
of his brother James; firet positively insisting on his. 
acknowledgment of Ireland's rights, and his consent in 
writing, under his hand and seal, to the suppression of 

boroughs and other grievances. See the speech of one of 
my ancestors, Daniel O'Donnelly, knight cf the fhire for 
Tyrone, in the parliament held at Trim. He concluded 
by saying, that it was not their business to interngeddle 
in the quarrels of the Kings of England, but in as much 
as they could serve their country in doing so; and if the 
King would not immediately consent to their just demands, 
certain he was that his friends would stand silent spectatars 
of the contest. Fatally for my family, James signed the 
agreement ; of course they, continued in arms, and my 
great-grandfather O Donnelly, together with seven of his 
brothers, were slain at the head of the tribe, bravely de- 
fending the bridge at the battle of the Boyne ; and so great 


was the carnage, that, at present, there is but one Solitary 
male of that family in existence. „ 


* 
4 0 


N 3 | 
Tr was my great. grandfather Coigly who invented 
Pans TY” ts the famous boom at Fort Culmore for the © | 
blockade of Derry. He, with three of his brother „were 
afterwards killed at Killcommoden, commonly called The ' 
Battle of Aughrim, gallantly fighting at the head of his 
regiment, after the infamous utte rell had betrayed his 
country and cause. .. Lou wil perhaps, that I men? 
tion this through vanity: No! it is only to shew that the 
spirit of independence, and love of their country, have 
been in some measure hereditary in my family; so much 
that when Elizabeth made terms with the famous Tyrone, 
she offeted also to make my ancestor, at that time, John 
O' Donnelly, an earl. He refused, and said that he never 
would wear the badge of foreign servitude: He was 
Tyrone's INE and soul of the war. | 


My own unfortunate history would 1 worthy of 
perusal, were 1 able to write it.. My father, a plain honest 
farmer, gave nie an education superior to his situation, of 

Which I profited as far as my health would permit. I was, 
from i my entrance in life as a man, continually involved in : 
disputes, always in favour of the poor trodden- down sub- . 
- jects against the gigantic strides of overbearing tyranny. 

Even in college, I maintained a four year's struggle against 
our despotic Principal, in order _to recover our ancient 
rights, in which I at length Succeeded, althouglr | he was 
supported by the Archbishop of Paris, &c. &c. I never 
receded an iota from my established plan; neither danger | 
nor difficulty could deter me; was always of an open, 

friendly, and unsuspicious temper. I must acknowledge, 
that for the sake of unanimity, and to satisfy others, and 
not from my own conviction, too often did I yield to the 


A 2 : sentiments 


5 


* £4 * 
— — 5 
. 
Ä ů— — 1 — 
1 


AA 4 * N 
> — 
. . —— 


— 9 


. 
= — — —ęè6 
ee eee eee 
* — 5 —— — 


| . 


„ 


5 sentiments of others. In point of moral conduct, even my 
enemies will not, nor' ever did attempt to impeach me. 


Never did 1 knowingly i injure any one.. was ever an obe- 


dient child, dearly beloved and cherished by my parents. 


Alas ! my untimely fate will bring down. their hoary hair 


with sorrow to the grave. I have also three brothers be- | | 


wad me ; my fate will injure om e 
| Mar Providence 'ever protect you from your | 


., 8 Your faithful friend, 
JAMES COIGLY. 


Maidstone Gaol, May the 29th, , 1798 
MY DEAR FRIEND, © 54 3 


I anmved in Paris on the Sth of June, 1785; 
and, after some preliminaries had been arranged, I was re- 
ceived as student in the college of Lombard. Soon I per- 
ceived that the students were held in a state of abject 
slavery by their superiors; and any one who dared to call 
in question their authority, was marked out as an object of 


their vengeance, and certain he might be of becaming the 


victim af their wounded pride. Ofien I endeavoured to 
obtain a sight of the college charter; but our wary supe- 
riors always prevented me, until one of those occurrences 
in life, which at first promise nothing extraordinary, yet 


open the door to greater events, took place. It was a va- 


Eaney in a college foundation, or what is called a Burge, 
founded 


[ESE 


1 for my mother s family, and that by the | 
founder of the college itself. In my just claim I was op- 


posed by our superior and two Irish bishops, who con- 


_ .. gpired to transfer the right of inheritance by blood to utter 


strangers, that they might have the patronage, and of 
course a share of the profits. This produced a law-suit, | 
and gave me also an opportunity of. reading the charter, 


Which was sanctioned by Louis XIV, and the Parliament 


of Paris. You may guess my astonishment, at finding 
the principles of our constitution in direct opposition to 
the practice. By the charter, all our superiors were elec- 
tive, and that only for three years; any person making 
use of undue influence was disqualified, not only from 
holding any office in the college, but also, if he previously 
had a right to vote, he was declared disfranchised for ever. 
By the then practice, our superiors had done away all 
appearance of election. They nominated, or rather ap- 
pointed each Mer, and held their Rees during life. 


An A 1 suit, during which every undue 
8 possible was made use of, even the King himself, 
without his knowledge, made a party against me. I was 
re peatedly threatened with a lettre de catchet either from the 
King or Archbishop ; for you must know the Archbishop 
had his prisons and his lettres de catchet, My opponents 


found that justice and truth would prevail against them ; £ 


and, dreading a legal decision, procured the assistance of 
the Archbishop to compromise the affair. That business 
arranged to my satisfaction, I had recourse to the college 
charter, to shew the students that they were robbed, and 
the superior that he was the robber. At length, after a 
warm contest, we Succeeded in wresting out of his hands 


the 


= b \ , 
the administration of our provisions and drink, which he 
had unjustly usurped, and out of which, by starving the 
students, he pocketted some hundreds per annum. Next I 
brought them to the resolution of resuming our right to 
; elect our superiors, and that for three years. This we, 
| if indubitably, would have effected likewise, had not the 
vx revolution in France put a period to our efforts... Here 1 
ö must observe, that the above-mentioned superior of our 
| college, John Baptist Walsh, left no means untried to 
persecute me, and ruin my character: he even wrote 
to my bishop in Ireland, praying to have me removed | 
to some other Irish college; and this fact he denied upon 
oath, until I produced my bishop's letter against him. He 
| is ſtill living, I am informed, and resident, as, tutor, in the 
ci-devant Baron de Montesquieu's family at Paris, where he 
acts as a spy on the French Government for a certain great 
man. | 


- 


Havixe run many great risques, and narrowly 
avoided being lanternized in the commencement of the 
revolution, I, with great difficulty, made my escape from 
Paris on the 12th of October 1789, and came as far as 

Dieppe unmolested ; but the morning after my arrival there 
J was arrested, and with great difficulty obtained permis-- 
tion to embark in the Brighton packet- boat. 


Ox my arrival in my own country, to my grief, I 

found the inhabitants of that devoted county, Armagh, 
engaged in a civil war, and religion made the pretext ! 
Although my health was very low, I immediately attempted 

to reconcile the parties, but was much discouraged by 


several leading gentlemen of that county, who have often 
| | told 


4 


told me at. hair 1 « 4 it was. of. great utility to the 
| Jrish government that Such religious disputes . Should exist be- 


tween. the Digenters and Catholics, and that at any rate it 
would be more easy to mix oil and water together 1 than to 
make those two parties agree between themselves. Not- 


withstanding, I continued my endeavours, and succeeded 


with many: the country became nearly tranquil; but my en- 
deavours on that great object, an union of the Catholics and 
Dissenters, continued the same. Witness my efforts in 


4791, 1792, and 1793, at Randalstown, Maghera, Dun- 


given, Newtown, and Magilligan; in a word, wheresoever 
1 happened to be. It is true, I had to combat many deep- 


 ;xooted prejudices on both sides ; and my suecess would 


have been comparatively trifling, had it ,not been for the 
spirited exertions of that truly respectable, virtuous, and 
enlightened body, the Dissenters of the county of er 
but ciefly and i in particular those of * 


: . stood in this neten on the arrival * 
Lord Fitzwilliam, when the Catholics, with one voice, 


from every part of the kingdom, came forward to hail him 


as A saviour, I was happy in taking an active part on that 
occasion also. How dreadfully we were deceived, evei 
as to his own principles, sufficiently appears from his letter 
to Carlisle. This, I'trust, will ever be a salutary lesson 
to my countrymen, never to have faith in the promises 
of Lords-Lieutenants, though they are all honourable 
men in England; but as soon as they land in Ireland they 
become nefarious villains, public plunderers of the inha- 
bitants, proconsuls fit for Nero or Caligula, or bashaws fit 
for Ottoman Sultans. Witness one of them, now a mem- 
ber of Mr. Pitt's council. So, it seems, the more inhuman, 

7 | the 


. 1 3 


— — — — = — 
* 
& "4% l — — 
— „„ . — — 22 — —U—U— — * — — -» - 
-n — 6-4 "004 — ang ——— —— œͤ — — vs —ů 9 — — a 
\ y ” \ Y 
* — 
: 


— 


. much feared might end in- an union of all parties against | 
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the mote base, the t more villainous they 2 are whilst in Ireland, 


the more likely they are to be caressed on their return to So- 
dom. Soon after the arrival of F itzwilliam's SUCCESSOT, 


the degenerate Pratt, our Sanhedrim, became much alarm- 
ed at the union between the Dissenters and Catholics in 
the North; and in that holy, immaculate council, it was 
decided to light once more the torch of fanaticism. I could 


| name the authors; but as all The members were fully en- 


gaged in this conspiracy to murder their countrymen, I take 
it that they were all equally guilty of treason- against God 
and their Country. My unfortunate county, Armagh, was 
chosen as the proper scene of action ; as, comparatively 
speaking, the established Churchmen were stronger, and 
the Catholics weaker, than in any other county of Ireland. 


A church and king mob was raised; and it has been 


proved upon oath, by some of the most respectable gentle- 


men and landholders in that county, that the said mob, 
unprovoked, attacked with fire-arms the unoffending Ca- 


tholics. Then they proceeded to what they called Tracking 
houses, that is, to destroy every species of furniture, win- 


dos, window- frames, &c. &c. They commenced this 


great undertaking with a solemn oath, to destroy an@ utterly 


extirpate all his Majesty's catholic subjects of the kingdom 
of Ireland. I will now ask, Has his Majesty, or any one for | 


him, taken cognizance of that barbarous oath? Has any 
one been prosecuted for taking or administering it?. or, 
Have any steps been taken to discover or prosecute such 


as have taken or administered it? No! because that oath 


was taken to secure the teins of government in the hands 
of the Beresfords, Chancellor, and Co. by preventing 
an union of the Catholics and Dissenters, which it was 
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and of course ought not to rank x0 high as their governans' 
dogs. Perhaps some hack or understrapper Will assert, 
that government hach no official knowledge of the existence 


- -ppon oath concerning, or rather stating, it einge. 
Lord Gosford, governor of the county oi Armagh, 


belonged to that society, and afterwards had withdrawn 
himself, before the Privy Council, and there proved 
every word of this shocking oath, &c. Sc.; and the 


nznaotice of it, unless to protect the villains} as he did in 
many instances. This Church and King mob, calling 
themselves Orangemen, commenced: their bloody system 
1 attacking my father's house about two years ago. My 


approach; yet they wantonly fired one hundred shots into 


passion, dragging on a wretched and miserable existence. My 
father they took prisoner, hauled him oiſt of his own house, 
and, with blunderbusses directed to his head: and 'breast, 


wear to recant the errors of the church of Rome, and 


the ai Beresſotds epd Co.) "Nb the 3 1 7 
was but à mere trifle in comparison of the great. object to 8 
be attained. It was only to destroy and murder the Catho- - 
lics, and they were generally what is called. mern Bil, 


of any society or body of men having taken such an qathu.. 
but I answer that they had more than one inſormation 


brought Samuel. Grindall, one of my neighbours, who = 


Attorney General, Who was present, took nd further 


helpless hoary parents, the younger of whom is seventy- 
seven years, carefully avoided even the semblance of re- 
istance, by throwing open the doors and windows at their 


the house, one of which slightly grazed my father's head. : 
My mother fell Seemingly lifeless on the spot; and though 
she «till lives, yet she is rather an object of general com- 


vehemently threatened his life if he would not immediately 


B e conlorth 3 
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| {20 mY | 
| alben te to the established beigen during the remainder 


ol his life.. Though in such a periloũs situation, with his 
usual fortitude, he boldly refused to comply, declaring 


tat neither threats nor promises should ever induce him to 


abandon his duty. One of the party interfered, and said 
he would not give his consent to murder the old man, as 
he must soon die at any rate; but if they should catch his 
sons, they would wreak their vengeance on them by the 
most exquisite tortures: and, raising his voice, he aid i it was 
well known that this old man had given greater assistance 4 
to the poor and distressed neighbours, without distinction 
of religion, than any other man in the county. However, 
they did not spare the most minute article of his property, 
carrying away whatever they thought proper, such as 
plate, cash, bank notes, beds, bedding, wearing apparel, 
linen, looking- glasses, books, &c. &c: destroying the 
remainder on the spot; even the grates in his rooms, and 
Surbases in his patlour, did not escape their fury; and, 
with more than Gothic rage, they totally destroyed a choice 
collection of books, my property, in the Irish, English, 
French, Italian, Latin and Greek languages: together 
with materials to compose a History of the last War in Ire- 
land, being papers never published, and in the hand- 
writing of the late King James, Tyreconnell, then Lord 
Lieutenant, Sir Richard Nagle, Sir Maurice Eustace, | 
Pierce Butler viscount Galmoy, Richard Butler baton 
Dunboyne, Patrick Sarsfield created earl of Lucan, 
Btown created viscount Kenmare, Sir William Mowat, 
Who carried on the Scottish correspondence, Sir Neil 
O'Neil, Arthur Magenis visconnt Iveagh, Lord Aber- 
born, Earl of West Meath, Lord Louth, Lord Ennis- 
5 45 01 Lord „„ * — O'Neil, Sir Brien 
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o Nis, ae feral Gordon O'Niel, Lord \Aibenry; 
Lord Bellew, Slane, O Donnell, Sir Anthony 
O'Dogherty, has Cahir O'Dogherty, Colonel John 
O' Cahane, Colonels Brien and Hu M. Mahon, Colonels 
Edmund, Daniel and Owen O'Reilly, Sir John Fitz 8 
gerald, knight of Glinn, Brigadier-general Mac Gilleuddy, hes 
Earl of Clancartie, Charles Mac Cartiemore, Colonels John 
and Dominick Browne, Colonel Walter O- Kavanagh, and' . 
many others. . These papers threw a very great light on the 
affairs of Ireland, particularly the private correspondence 
| carried on between the King himself, Sir Maurice Eustace, 
| and Sir Richard Nagle, concerning the manner of dealing A 
with the House of Commons, then aſſembled at Trim ; but 
chiefly the independent country gentlemen, who would' 
not vote the supplies until their grievances should be re- 
dtessed; that is to say, the decided independeneę of Ire- 
land secured, and all the new-made and rotten boroughs 
cut- off, Lala no en, created at wy future 8 25 
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N Ir appears 1 his own hand, that King James 
reluctantly. complied through necesity ; but with no 
intention to keep his promise longer than he could with 

safety break such engagements. So much for have written L 
| n 1 a W 9 1 


Tur Ab ie 200 proceeded tber dae 
to my as brother's house, where they committed similar 
. outrages. He being extensively engaged in the linen manu- 

facture, kept some hundred hands at work. Those 

worthy supporters of government, to do him the greater in- 
jury, destroyed his account book entirely, containing an 
account of debts to a considerable amount. During this 
— IDS transaction, 


| L 12 1 | 
| . two parties of the military, one the Clare zd 
the other the Dublin city militia, | came not only in sight 
but within musquet-shot of the mob, and each headed by 
a magistrate. To the honour of both officers and privates 
be it told, they burned with honest ardour to attack the 
misereants; but our worthy. cotservators of the peace, 
positively refused permission, and threatened the most 
| forward with a court martial. Of these magistrates suffice it 
to say, that one of them was a young man led astray by 1 
the hackneyed in vice, and the other has made the amende 
n of a to his _— 2 ns weed: 


| | took every means in * Wen to hve "Gat 
3 prosecuted, and endeavoured also to reconcile, 6 
the parties, but in ;vain....Flushed with success, and the, 
hopes of support and protection of higher power, the 
Orangemen continued their support of government so well, 
that in a few months, they drove four hundred poor Ca- 
tholic familes out of the county of Armagh, having robbed, 
ravished, maimed or murdered a great many more. Even 


under the tyranny of Robespierre, I do not find that, A Y 


_outrages were committed so shocking to the feelings of. 
humanity, / as on this occasion. A. poor man named | 

M*Veagh, in the barony of O Nieland East, was 80 unſor- 
tung as to have a handsome wife. They attacked his 
house, and destroyed bis property; and, shocking to relate, 
held him a prisoner, begging for death, whilst four of 
these government monsters ravished his wife in his pre- 
sence ]! On different occasions, in another part of the 
kingdom, if an accident had happened to a bullock, or 
favourite ram, we had a flaming proclamatian from the 
Lord ment wn Privy Council, offering A large reward 


= | for 


1 * 4 Wes, 
for al concerned. in such 3 practices; but 
during the commission of these hellish crimes, neither pro- 
clamation nor reward came forth from the above-mentioned 
gentlemen; The reason of such distinction was, that, in the 
first case, beef and mutton was ig question; but in the 
latter, they were Catholics, mere Irish. The assizes came 
on: Lengaged Leonard Mac Nally, one of our principal 
barristers, to leave his usual circuit, in order to prosecute a 
numberof those offenders, who had been arrested through the 
activity of one honest Justice of Armagh; but the Attorney- 
General appèared there., made a long speech, and said 
nothing.. took the prosecution all into his own hands, and 
would not permit Mr. Mac Nally, nor any of our lawyers, 
to interſere, ** lest the progecutiony should not be carried on 
© with $ufficient zeal against guch atrocious villains.” Not- 
withstanding many schemes were put in practice to: save 


each and every one of them, yet a chief zingleader and 


and commanding captain of the banditti, William Trum 
ball, was convicted of burglary, robbery, and wilful mur- 


der, upon the property and person of his neighbour and 


intimate friend Daniel Corrigan..... Now, an Irish law, | 
franted by Mr. Attorney-General himself, requires, that 
any person convicted of wilful murder, should be exe · 
euted within forty-eight hours after - sentence. Here it 
was absolutely necessary to evade that law; because Trum- 
ball declared solemnly to me and many others in the jail; 


that he did not fear them. they dared not hang him ; as be 


was resolved, if they attempted to execute the sentence, 
to declare previously the whole chain of connection and 
combination against the Catholics; and thus he would 
bring disgrace and infamy on the leading men of the 
e „of course he was respited, and at length the 
8 | sentence 
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sentence commuted for notice, there 
vere then indictments for the murder of three other Catho- 


lies, a rape, several burglaries and robberies, &c. &c. all 
standing against the said Trumball; but the Crown lawyers 
would not let him be tried for any of the above offences, | 
He was conveyed to the Cove of Cork, from whence, in- 


_ 8tead of Botany Bay, he was sent on board the fleet! l 


At these assizes I became more obnoxious than ever, by 
attempting to bring the malefactors to justice; and was 


informed by a gentleman high in the confidence of 


Government, that the tools of administration 105 2 voy 
n _ nn eye n me War Kgtd 

New: E 1797, it was agitated: bs adi the | 
Throne for Peace, but above all for the removal of our 


task- masters, commonly called His Majesty's Ministers. 
This was during the assizes at Armagh; and, indeed, Iwas 


as active on that occasion as possible. The meeting was to 
consist of the gentlemen, clergy, and freeholders only, in 

order that the call might be strictly regular, and palatable 
to the High Sheriff. The time was 80 short, that I was 


N obliged to ride over a considerable part of the county, to 
distribute the printed notices, and exhort the freeholders to 


attend and do their duty. The meeting was well attended; 


a strong address to his Majesty for the above purposes was 
carried, with only two dissentient voices. From Armagh 
I was subpoena'd to attend as a witness on the part of a pri- 


soner at the assizes of Carrickſergus; and from thence I 
returned home by Downpatrick, where I overheard the 


late Marcus Beresford, Lord Castlereagh, Earl Annesley, 
and Nicholas Price, mark me out as a vietim of their venge- 
nee. When I came home, I was informed by a gentle- 


" - 
* 
© aA vl Wo 1 man 
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man ; connected with that party, but more ae than ho | 


To asscciates, that it was not safe for me to remain in the 


* 


country ; the active part I had taken-in the business of the 5 


address, &c. had decided the ministerial faction to get rid 


of me at any rate; and that the usual means of false wit- 
nesses would be resorted to against me: I know you,” 
said he, ** as well as any person can, through a long and 
4<4 intimate acquaintance ; am certain that you are not only 


*«< innocent, but also incapable of what you will be charged 

ve with: nay, further, your friends will not dare to come : 

forward to testify the truth in your behalf, through fear 
of the exorbitant power of your oppresing persech- 


„tors. As this gentleman holds a place under govern- 
ment, which is very. useſul for the . of by gs | 
I shall forbear to mention Ow name. 75 Ae 
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were arrested, without cause, as appeared aftecwards, and 
thrown into prison at Dundalk, where I lived; and, what 


may appear surprising, they did not attempt to arrest me, 


but placed the warrant in the . . 's hands. This ho- 
nest man gave me notice thereof; and yet, conscious o 


wm own'innocence, I would not-go out of the _ until 


it by my friends the _ again „ Loud 


el Tn | {EF 


0 you are in ful EY” of my n 
"RES? the State. High Treason against the Beresfords, 
Chancellor and Co. in Ireland, and constructive Treason 
against Pitt and Co. in England: Because, as they sny, 


not having the fear of God before my eyes, but urged 
thereto by the Devil, wickedly, traiterously and maliciously 


1 did endenvour to * religious disputes in Ireland; - 


/ 


1 8 
and ala, as far as in me lay, prevent the ahedding TIER 
cent blood in that country and elewhere : And further, 1 _ 
did levy war to dethrone them; did compass and imagine 
the political death of the aforesaid Pitt, Beresfards, &c. t. 
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massacres in Armagh, the worthy administration ahrunk 
from an inquiry, in the House of Commons, into the i 
cee hee were at no 00G to Es the” real” 
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l A Craddock was dent ibs with fa 
powers: the military was already placed in every wege, 
nay, at every corner, and a magiſtrate on every hill. The 
General returned to Parliament, and declared, upon, his . 
honour, he could do nothing in it J. In order to save bie 
character as a military man, we must suppose he had pr 
vate instructions to that effect; otherwise we ought to give 
ere at being so fortunate in the choice of Genetals this | 
ar. Surely a General, who, aided by such a civil and 
6 Meyers could do nothing against a banditti, con- 
fined to a small county in His own country, wolllfW have 
made a poor figure in besieging Valenciennes, Maubeuge, 
Lisle, or even Dunkirk.....W hich rout would he take to 
march to Paris? I think it is pretty clear, that he would 
have aus wered upon any of the last · mentioned occasions, 
4x 4 g r AE. i 
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i Gaming id in his" ain; thi | 
Auring th — and destruction of the Catholics in 
Armagh, 


„ 

| WY every Government engine was at work, to per- 
© guade the great body of Catholics, in the South and West, 
that it was the Dissenters who were butchering the help- 
less ard unprotected inhabitants of that unfortunate 
county. I myself have had a great deal of trouble i in un- 
deceiving them on that subject; was obliged to send, even 
to the county of Mayo, on behalf of some poor refugees, 
' whom that worthy smuggling Justice, Sir Neil O'Donnel, 
had committed to gaol, for having barely told their tale of 

woe; and he would have had a great many OTE, were 1 
not that he betrayed his intention. 


: 
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4 Mentita est iniquitas sidi. wy 


Tux Cbunben drt in Chief of this Orange mob James 
Vernor, a man who has done every thing but what is rigit 
and just, from a common feeder and hander of game cocks, 
metamorphosed into a legislator for his country, by holding, 
at the beck of Lord Northland, a seat for the borough of '. 
' Dungannon....I say, this honourable member got up to jus- 
ly the conduct of his troops, and declared that they were 
all true Protestants, and, though they might have commit- 
ted some excesses, they happened only er their great zeal 
to serve the government. — Be it known also, that neither 
civil nor military power took any steps to prevent the destruc- 
tion of the Catholics in that country; and that scarce a 
vingle family of them would now exist, in the nine counties 
of Ulster, had it not been for the just and spirited exer- 
tions of the Dissenters and Quakers on their behalf, who, 
at the hazard, and sometimes loss, of their own lives or 
Properties, did most generously, and Christian-like, afford 
them gray 6 asgistance and protection in their power. 
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Wuxx arrived at Liverpool, I found that my ene - 
mies had pursued me even there; and, to avoid them, set 
out for London, by way of Manchester; and there nar- 


rowly escaped a conspiracy to assassinate me. At length, 5 


] got friendless and moneyless to London. . I should have 
| acknowledged that an acquaintance, at Liverpool, gave me 


as much as bore my expences.....When I found myself in 
that great city, I was really at a loss for the means of sup- 
port... Unaccustomed to labour, and ashamed to beg, many 


| days have I spent {in a truly wretched manner. .- I should 
have been infinitely worse, had I not had the good fortune 


dinner with them, to pay my passage in one of the small 
boats, and was obliged to await the opportunity of one of 
the ship s boats. At length, some of my countrymen, dis- 
covering my situation, made a small collection for me, of 
n few half-guineas, half-crowns, and shillings ; and an old 


school-fellow paid for my Iodgings. . In this public man- 


' to forman acquaintance with some Irish Captains, whose 
vessels lay in the river. I had not money, when going to 


1 


ner, I return them my grateful acknowledgments. Such 


then was the situation of a person, who is charged with h 
being the emissary of certain bodies, with having waited 


on the Executive Directory of France, with having been 
their confidential agent, with managing the mighty plan 
of subverting the power of Great Britain, and all this en- 
tirely gratis....nay, whilst I was in a state _ short of ab 
inte want! 


# An 3 TRA been made to arrest me, the 


military dress was procured, by the charitable exertions 
of a friend, as the best disguise. . There are many this 
moment in London who can proye these facts. It may 


be 
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be acked, Why they did not appear at my trial? The an- 


swer. I sa, by the cold-blooded malice of certain gentle- 

men at Whitehall, what would probably be the fate of 
tuch people as should appear for me: Hence, I became 
at once determined not to subject honest and industtious 

people to the all-devouring fangs of ill-gotten power. As 
for my part, they can only put a period to a life, fraught 
with continual troubles, afflictions and persecution ; and 
in my death, I trust, I shall triumph over their iniquity! 


2 Ir it be judged necessary to say any thing about 
my journey to Paris, it is as follows... With the above trifling | 
resources, and a small bill from Manchester, encouraged 


by the then general expectation of a peace, I took the re- : 


solution of going to Paris, to recover the above-mentioned 5 
| family property, and accordingly engaged an outside seat 
from Fetter Lane to Yarmouth. I set out alone; arrived 
there on Friday; went on board the Prince of Orange, 
Captain Bridge, the Sunday following, having first paid 
for a permission to embark.....I recollect there was a young 
gentleman, in an ill state of health, from London, on board, 
named Boddington.....I arrived on the third day at Cuxha- 
ven, and set off immediately for Bremen, with a Venetian, 
who furnishes our government with German horses. At 
Bremen, I was introduced to an Engliſhman, Mr. Pitt's 
resident spy, for the examination of travellers : He lives at 
the Hotel d'Oldenburg. From thence I took the great 
road to Amsterdam, paſſed through Delmenhorst, Olden- 
durg, and Leer, having almost miraculously escaped - 


being murdered by the savage inhabitants of Cast Fries- 
land, 
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Ox 8 the Dutch territory, I was arrested, 
on suspicion of being an English spy, at their frontier 


town of Nieu Schans; sent under an escort to Groningen, 


the capital of the province; there repeatedly examined, 


* 1 


during three days, by different persons, in English, French, 


and Latin. At length, they agreed to send me, under a 


guard, to the Commander in Chief at the Texel: So I 


was conducted a prisoner, across the provinces of Gron- 


Ingen and West Friesland, to the town of Harlingen, 
where we embarked on the Zuyder.Zee, and sailed to the 
Texel. On our arrival there, we found that the Com- 
mander in Chief, General Daendels, had set off for the 
Hague by Amsterdam. I was brought before General 
des Monceaux and the Admiral de Winter, on. board a 


man of war. There I was ordered to the Hague, to ap- 
pear before the Commander in Chief and the Committee 
of Public Safety. The Admiral having recollected to have 
seen me very often, in 1787, at the Dutch Ambassador's 
at Paris, gave me a letter of recommendation to Van Ley- 
den at the Hague, where I was examined by the General, 
the Committee, &c. and at length, by the influence of 
Van Leyden, was liberated from the arrest; he procured 
me also a permission to proceed to Paris. When I reached 

at city, I made application for my property there, and 


was told that every thing belonging to the Irish would be 


restored, but not until the end of the war. I was then 
without friends or interest, and had very little money in 


my pocket, having spent about twenty pounds on [my 
journey, and on the point of being laid in the Temple for 


want of a pass or person to be security for my good beha- 


viour. It was my good fortune to meet an old college 
companion, now an officer of distinction in the regular 
: ' F - VT : 0 a forces. 


| OR became my security, 2 protected me; of- 
2 ee to procure me employment as a priest; but, 
on application, it was absolutely necessary to take certain 
oaths. These I refused positively, chusing rather to re- 


turn, and die in any manner in my own ae than 
swear — my conscience. a Yew 


On, my God! What did 1 not suffer on my 
Wav back P. Hunger, cold, storms by sea and land; want 
sleep, obliged to sell for my support to the Jews in Hollan 
every little article I had; yet I procured the means of escape 
for some English prisoners, taken a few days before by a 
Dunkirk privateer..... An Engliſh mate, a prisoner and native 
of Hull, whom I got off along with me, will bear testimony 
of this when I am rotten in my grave J. Behold the re- 
ward I W at the hands of his countrymen! WEE: oh 
' 
1 GOT 2 passsge, at length, in a neutral Wi ad 
a in London, with a few halfpence only in my pocket; 
not even a hat to my head, having lost mine at sea. The 
honest man, whose good nature induced him to give me 
one on hs third Gy rd. men this fact. 


* 


8 Horme to remain . in my « own country, 
A with difficulty, procured the necessary sum for my jour- 
ney to Dublin; but was not there many days when I was 
informed by good authority, that the notorious Dutton 
had come post to town, in a chaise and four, to arrest me; 
and that he had publicly declared in Dundalk, on his 
way, that he would at all events have my life; at same 
time, shewing between four and five hundred pounds in 
cash and notes, which he had got of Government. Some 
a ee a | yearg 
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ears ago, through mistaken lenity, I saved this n 1 
from the gallows.... He has sworn to my hand-writing : 
And here, I solemnly declare, he never saw me write a 
single word in my life. As to his character, which is 30 


infamous, I shall say nothing. only thank God * he is 
not an n Iriſhman. 0 


My friendi in Dublin, as T have already mentioned, 
procured me the military dreſs, and recommended me to take 
the name of Jones, as I had hitherto, from my firſt depar- 

ture from-Ireland, gone by the name of Fivey, which I 
believe to be the Engliſh tranſlation of Coigly. With great 
"Aifficulty I got back to London, on Sunday the 11th of 
February laſt; though a forged letter was produced on my 
trial to prove me in Mancheſter the 14th of same month, 
when 1 was actually in London. | 


Bronx that period I never ſaw Mr. O'Connor 
in my whole life: this can be proved by the very person 
now in London, who introduced me to him. In a little 
time after, an attempt was made to arreſt me, as I suppose, 
between nine and ten o'clock, in Piccadilly, by two Bow- 

ſtreet runners. Dreadfully alarmed at this event, which 

can be proved by Captain C.., who was along with 
me, I took the advice of my friends to get out of the 
kingdom by any means; and thus, after a ſhort life“, I may 
say with Job, chap. 14, © Multis repleta miseriis; Im 
an indernt victim to the rage of party! 1 


JAMES colby. 


, ne was in the 36h year of his age. 
Maidstone 


Maidatone Gaol, May tie 17th, 1798. | 
ur r DEAR FRIEND, | ; 71 oo 


I an very sorry for having given you so ich 5 
trouble... It is all in vain: they are reſolved to have my 
lie ; and there they unfortunately must succeed. I am 
aſhamed of saying 30, when I think of old Lord Lovatt, 
how gallantly he cried out on the scaffold, . Dulce & de- 
« corum est pro patria mort 7 Believe me, I am not afraid 
of death. I have suffered severely by sickness during my 
confinement ; but am ny.” well recovered, thanks ta 
— | 


To add to my 8 on application ER 
my illneſs, a certain venerable and pious-looking brother 
was diſpatched from London, to attend and assist me in the 
spiritual way. Would you believe it P. - this pretended 
messenger of God, during nine days he staid with me, 


exerted every nerve, and exhauſted his entire stock of | 


eloquence, sophistry, false theology, and scrupulosity of 
conscience, to engage me to make what he called important 
discoveries, and swear againſt honest and virtuous men 1— 


He ſtated, very forcibly, the shame and consequent mi- 


fortunes which await my aged parents and family; as also, 
how much the Clerical Order would suffer on the present 


occasion: then the great advantages that might arise to 


me, Sc. Next came mutilated texts of Scripture, deci- 
tions of Popes and Couneils, 5 om the Holy | 
FFI Fathers, 
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terms. Indeed, his behaviour is sufficient to give one a 


people suffer themselves to be imposed on by such artifices. 
My resolution is, to trust to my Redeemer _—_ and, 
| _— those n. of . 


— — 
2j — — 
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| ws familiares; Sed omnes omnium charitates Patria una 


7 128 a 3 


Possible, I pray you to signify my last request to — — ned 


hesitate to die.” —Cic. de Officiis | 


8 ( 24 3: et 5 4 > 
Fathers, opinions of the great Doctors of the Church, Ne, f 


I was not wanting in a rejoinder at his own weapons. 
From the Scripture, the following text gave him infinite 


trouble: Majorem hac charitatem nemo habet, ut animam 
* tuam ponat quis pro amicis auis. * have not been able 


to obtain his absolution as yet; nor will I have it on such 
distaste, if not to our religion, at least to its ministers, 
Nor do I wonder, that, at critical times, so many weak 
L #1 


Tax efforts my friends have made to.save m 


life, must be highly pleasing to them, to me, and to all 


honest minds. Cari sunt parentes, cari liberi, propingui 


« compleza est: oe qua . nan n mortem 2 


” —_— 


. 
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| As this is the last you may" ever receive from me; 
and as you know. of old- the attachment, I had for Belfast, 
even so far as to wish my ashes there. that being now im- 
or some other friend, to put up a small stone to my memory, 
1 e I will send you my watch, Sc. 
| | | Wo e * 


8 oe tns hath no man than this, that a man 3 his life 
for his friends.” John, chap. 18, ver. 13. 


4 We have a tender concern and regard for our parents, for our 
children, kindred, and acquaintance; but the love which we have for our 
native country comprehends all, for which there is no honest man would 


\ 
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by my Solicitor: If you will not wear it for my sake. I 
have a nephew. alas! he is too young to assist in reveng- 


ing my death ; but he may yet become able. I have long | 
been unfortunate ;....it will soon have an end. It i is not in 


| mortals « to command success: 


« « But we'll do more, Sempronius; we'll deserve it.“ 


| I nave not courage enough to write to my Father. 
May the God of our forefathers give him and my distressed 
Mother consolation ! You will please to give my last adieu 
to my friends at Dundalk, in particular to ee Joe, 
Isabella, &c. &c. &c, I cannot name them all. 


Donn second thoughts, it would * 1 be better 
for you to remain in England. If you think so, I am cer- 
tain that .. . . will give you every advice and assistance 
in their power. I do not recollect any thing more worthy 
of notice., only, if you had materials to compose a short 


sketch of my history, you * make money thereby. 


Abr, my Friend l.. May God, of his infinite 


goodness and mercy, protect you ! I only 90 some n 
before en, | 


JAMES COIGLY. - 
s Victrix causa Dlis placuit; sed victa Catoni: 


N. B. The above letter was imprudently publiched in Some 
Neuspapers before Mr. CoteLy's execution, without his 


\ knowledge or consent, or those of the person to whom it was 
- wrillen. 
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Mr. COIGLY' 8 OBSERVATIONS 
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„ s TRIAL, 
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Maidslone Gaol, 25th Ag, 1798. 


MY DEAR AND EXCELLENT FRIEND ! 


Tur awful sentence is pat! I thank God, 
J heard it as became that conscious innocence which [I 
know will inspire me with the same fortitude to the last 
moments of my life. . 7 


To shew the chain of connection and high au- 
thority from . whence the offer of life was made by the 
Priest who attended me, if I would betray my fellow- 


prisoners. know, my Friend, that the Lord Chancellor 


of England, when I was examined before the Privy Coun- 
ci}, urged the same thing, in very pointed terms: For, 
at my last examination, when I declined to answer any 
further questions, he said, that although I did so, the 
Privy Council would attend my summons at any time; 
and if I should be disposed to be more explicit, it would be 


attended with personal indulgence and. òther advantages 
| which he could n not then explam further ! 


| SPEAKING of the Privy Council, I cannot help 
expressing my surprise and horror at the production of 
my examination (in which tliat proposal, with many other 
facts 


1 
facts of consequence to me, were omitted) as evidence 
against me; and I hope that my doing this will be a solemn 
warning to all men, not to be entrapped to answer any 
questions, if it should be their unhappy fate to fall into 
the hands of that Council.. They warned me, it is true, 
before the examination commenced, not to answer any 
questions that might tend to criminate myself; but they 
cautioned me also, rather than deny any thing that they 
should charge against me, to decline answering the question 
they Should put respecting it; for, if I denied what they 
could prove, that denial would be evidence against me; 
and moreover, they assured me, that the purpose of the 
examination was not to criminate me, but to give me an 
opportunity of clearing myself of the suspicion which hung 
over me. Indeed, Mr. Dundas called the examination, 
not an Inquisition, but an Indulgence . Vet, my Friend, 
this examination, which I was thus assured was not to 
criminate me., this opportunity of clearing myself. this N 
indulgence....yes, the very questions I declined to answer, 
with the fact of my declining to answer them., horrible to 
relate ! were produced by Mr. Ford, who took down the 
examination, in his own way, in writing, as evidence against 
me. . Need I say more, to deter others from sacrificing 
themselves and betraying their friends P.. May God grant 
them the good sense and the fortitude to answer no ques- 
tion, however trivial they may think it, to Privy Coun- 
cillors or Magistrates; for, if you answer their questions, 
« out of your own mouth shall you be judged,” and not 
by evidence given in due course of law. 
Ir will strike you with horror, my dear Friend, 

when I tell you, that all the witnesses who swore against 

D 2 | me, 
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me, except five, perjured 83 or at least swore to 
circumstances, which, although they might possibly think 
them true, were in fact utterly false The evidence that 
takes away my life is that of Richard Smith, ' the captain of 
the Whitstable hoy ; Henry Tomsett, of Off ham, the car- 
ter who conveyed us from Whitstable to Margate; Wil- 
liam Twopenny, attorney, of Rochester; Edward Fugion 
and John Rivett, two Bow-street runners ; John Dyason, 
Servant of Perkins; Richard Ford, Esq. Magistrate, and 
Frederick Dutton, of Newry, in Ireland. . Of the cha- 
racters and evidence of these witnesses, I will give you the 
sketch of a dying man, and as I shall answer it at the 
judgment -seat of my God, before which I shall . short- 


* appear 


W Syirn and Henry Tornsett, the only 
witnesses who swore, and but slightly, to the great-coat, 
in a pocket-book in the pocket of which the traiterous 
paper is most untruly said to have been found, applied to 
my solicitor, as he informs me, and of which I have no 
doubt, by means of one Welshman, a friend of theirs, 
then a convicted felon in Newgate, and. proposed either 
to abscond, or give evidence for me and my fellow-prisoners, 
for 3zool. each ! Of the characters and evidence of these 
men, I need say no more; the statement of the fact is suf- 
ficient to stamp both infamous: But, mark the deep cun- 
ning of these men....the agent they employed to make the 


proposal, being a convicted felon, could not be called to 
prove it! 


TomsetrT's evidence to. the great-coat, however, 
was very slight indeed ; and, with respect to Smith, how 
| | , happened 


* 'T- 29 a | 
bed it that the Crown only called on him ? The sailors 
of the hoy were in the list of Crown witnesses.....They must 
have been as able as the captain to swear to the coat, 
if J had worn it on board the hoy; and, as his evidence 
was but weak, one would have thought the prosecutors 
would not have ventured to dispense with that of the sailors 
to support it.. Why were they not called P. I think the 
natural inference is, that the prosecutors were afraid to 
call them; and, if afraid, certainly not afraid of their con- 
firing, but of contradicting or shaking the credit of it ! 


Tworrxxvr, Fugion, and Rivett, swore, that 
Rivett found the paper in question in a pocket-book, in 
the pocket of that great-coat....which, I declare most so- 
lemaly, in the face of my Country and my God, was false, 
unless one of them, or some other person unknown to me, 
put it there. One of the runners, I believe Rivett, swore 
that he heard part of the paper read at Margate by Two- 
penny: Twopenny swore he read the whole*to him: Ri- 
vett swore he took the pocket-book out of his side pocket, 
to give to Twopenny : But Twopenny swore that Rivett 
took it out of his bosom ; and it is very remarkable, that 
Twopenny, in giving his evidence, as if to bolster it up, 
as if fearful of its being questionable, as if suspecting his 
own evidence, volunteered, without any question being 
put to him to that effect, and without any apparent neces- 
sity, except, as it struck my mind, the consciousness or 
fear of the appearance of untruth, in swearing not alone to the 
pretended fact of its being found in the pocket-book, but 
that it was put within the folds of a sheet of paper; and 
desired the pocket-book and a sheet of plain unfolded pa- 
per to be handed up to him, whereupon he folded it up 
in 
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in court, to e in what manner the paper, he said hie 


found it in, was folded. This, I think, needs no further 
comment. 33 . 


I forgot to mention, when speaking of Tomsett, 
that upon eross- examination he admitted, that he had 
boaſted he had rare living in London as a Crown witness, 
and that he expected an hundred pounds for the job. 


Wirx respect to John Dyason, he swore, that, 
going through a passage, he heard a great deal of money 
counted in the room in which Mr. O'Connor and I slept; 
and, marvellous to relate! that he“ heard a xx 60.” As 


easily might he have seen or felt the ound of it. I think I 


need say no more of the evidence of this man, 


Tur character of Mr. Ford's evidence, and the 


omissions in it, will be seen from what has already been 


stated. Those omissions were extremely important, as I 


will state more particularly another time. 


Tur last of these witnesses was the notorious. 
informer, Frederick Dutton, of Newry, who swore to my 


hand-writing, and had the audacity to say that he had fre- 


quently seen me write; which, I declare to God, is false. 


Against this man, although I was well prepared to do it, I 
called no witness, because he had sufficiently disgraced 
himself on his cross-examination, of which, however, the 


learned Judge, in summing up the evidence to the Jury, 


took but very little notice. I think he ought to have 


taken serious notice of it; more especially as, in the course 
of the trial, Mr. Lane, a man against whose character there. 


appeared 


. 0 0 03909 
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appeared no imputation, and ho, from his official situa- 
tion as Under-Sheriff to Mr. O'Connor when Sheriff of the 


county of Cork, had ample means of becoming well ac- 
guainted with Mr. O Connor's hand-writing, was called upon 


to prove it, and swore, that a letter signed A. T. S. in- 


closing me a bank- note of 1ol. was Mr. O'Connor's hand- 
writing. This was positively contradicted by my generous, 
virtuous, and excellent friend, Alexander Thomas Stewart, 
Esq. a Magistrate of the counties of Down and Armagh, 
and formerly Sheriff of the latter county, who providentially 
happened to be in attendance here as a witness to my cha- 
racter. The letter signed A. T. S. was ulis, and he man- 
fully avowed it. Notwithstanding this, the teſtimony. of 
Dulton,a spy, an informer, and a perjured receiver of stolen 
goods, who could trifle with the solemnity of an oath by 
taking it on a Reading Made Easy, as he himself may be 
truly said to have admitted on his cross- examination; and 
although he admitted also, as far as men will admit such 
charges against them, that he had been discharged from the 
service of a Mr. Carlisle, (which I know to be a fact, and 
not the only one of the kind) on a charge of theft; although 


he had first denied, and afterwards admitted, that he had 


been a servant in livery, though now raised, for his services. 


to Government in the way of his honourable callings, to the 


rank of Quarter-Master in the army ; for which appoint- 
ment, too, he first denied that he made application to any 
person, though he afterwards admitted he had applied for it 
to Lord Carhampton ;.. the evidence of this man, I Say, 
was received by the Judge, with only such observations 


as tended to support it, in proof of my hand- Writing. 
Gracious God ! forgive these my πτπ] e; 


Tavs 


1 
Tuus you see, my friend, that by means of per- 
jury of the witnesses, and omissions of the Judge, (which 
omissions, however, I hope, and am disposed to believe, 
from his justice to the rest of the prisoners, though not to 
me, were not intentional or corrupt, but proceeded from 
the universal fallibility of human nature, and the great 
fatigue of the trial), my prosecutors have succeeded in 
taking away my life! Who are my prosecutors? The 
Men, the Miniſters of this country, who, pending our 
trial, issued the warrant of arrest, under which Mr. 
O'Connor, in the face of the Court, at the very instant of 
his acquittal, was again arrested, and who, so bent were 
they on; blood, I am credibly informed, had another war- 
_ out against me, in the event of my acquittal. Why 
Because EVEN TH EY were conscious of our inno- 
cence, AND TYEREFORE LOOKED FOR THAT. ACQUITTAL |! The 
Judge thought fit to observe to the Jury, that although so 
many noble witnesses had been called to Mr. O'Connor's 
character, not one, or only one, had been called to mine, 
who, he said, had merely proved it was a good moral cha- 
racter. It was in evidence that Mr. O'Connor was a rich 
man, and that I was poor....and without the ability. to bear- 
the enormous load of expence of bringing witnesses from 
my native country into this, where I am a stranger....a dis- 
tance, in coming and going back, of nearly 1000 miles. 


Ir appears from the traiterous paper for which 
F am doomed to die, that it was intended to be taken to 
France by the person who had been the bearer of a 
former address from the Secret Committee of England. 
The Judge, however, omitted to ſtate to the Jury, that 


the only evidence in the cause, of my having been in 
France, 


| - 1 

E 
Frunee, Wis & passport, card to be Fond In Hur, 3aid,. 
dut net proved, ts be Mr. Bitine's, With Tettth proved only 
by dhe infamous Dutton to be my hand- Writing: and that 
thit passport proved no more fhat that J kad be in France, 
#0 that Twas the bearer of any fornitr drs Here ; ad 
lastly, that s0 far from proving me to be the bearer of any 
former address from any man or body of wien in England 
66 Ireland to the Executive Directory of 'Frarice, it pbsl- 
tely and expressly negatives that charge 6n"the very face 
Pit; for it tates me to pass in He ditguiit of in Anericun 
traveller- Why? Surely not because I was un emissaryỹß 
from a Scotet Committee of Eugland to the Exxcutive Di- 
rectory of France? That would be to disguise my best re- 
commendation. My being such an e 1 per- 
aps have been a n of . 
2425} d hn I 91. 


Tu learned Jadge omitted cas! to es andthe 


benefit he gave Mr. O'Connor, of stating to tlie Jury, that 


it was not proved that I Was a member of any political so- 
ciety in this country or my own, although had urged that 


circumstance in the short address I made id the Court 1 


wy ALS F e defence. | 1 Fete? 
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- Tax Tudgdornined 45 vita to to state to the Tury, 8 
bc less 10 point, and press upon their serious consideta- = 
tion, a cireumstance, which, unless they thought me to- 


tally void of common prudenee and comtnon sense, mut 


Hare rendered it next to an impossibility forthemn to believe 
that I was possessed of the traitorous paper in question.” 1 
mean that part of the evidence of Stephen Perkins, of 
Whitsfable, where he swore, ** that he had warned nd per- 
10 Want that an information was laid againyt inie and my 
E fellow- 


LET 


£6 ede as peisons quapected,.ſrow a guy cover 
tion an hogrd the hoy, of intending to go to..France with 
e gome impraper things i in gur PASSESSION.; and that, after our 
Fe luggage. had been, searched, he repeated that warning 
6er was the fact) hy telling un ae thatour danger was 
4c not Het oper, for we Should be, searched again W we 
cor ro MANI. And yet, strange and inge dible to 
relate! the trajtorpus. paper; in, question. paper which, 
after two guc h, Warnings, none but an idiot or g, madman 
would have kept in his  pocket,.such à paper; under 
much circumstances, is said and believed to have beeꝶ found 
in my pocket the next eee And for this I 
cd 1 Bron 466 ; 6164) 10 197997 


197 Gow Meet 62. doe gar „ obs 

Ir occurs to mie. also, th. summing tp the 
evidence to the Jury, the Judge mis-stated at least, 
and therefore misrepresented the {effect oſ one fact worn 
to by Mr. Stewart, namely, „ the persecution of my 
« famuly, and the atrocities. committed against us in Ire- 
&« land by the Orange Ci. e. ministe rial) party, about tuo 
« years ago, or later; which, together with my own per- 
secution by them and the ministry of that country, formed 
my real motives for quitting my native land, and flying for 
refuge to another. This fact the Judge stated, to the best 
of my remembrance, as à circumstancę that ought noi to 
weigh with the Jury, it having happened en: years ago... 
At all events, whether he called it two ox ien years, I am 
confident he said it was a eircumstance en, not to 
_ with them in giving weir verdict ! Ladd nao 1 e 


1 


. 
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. MI. Hyes Brut also ds: that Mr. O'Connor had 
* him, that I, like himself, was a fugitive from my 


1 | | native 


1 35 3 
© native "REP ; of e ns the _—_ took no notice 
whatever. 3 


Auornen feature of the np evidence adduced 
in the course of the trial was, that a young woman was 
called to swear against Mr. O'Connor and Binns, and in 
effect against all of us. She appeared to be so well tutored 
as to haye their names, and the circumstances necessary to 
be: sworn against each, quite pat and perfect; but, when 
called upon to identify their persons, she pointed out 


O'Connor for Binns, and Binns for 0 Connor! 
3 2 == is <4 4 


'Yov will Shade my. dear friend, that in what 
I have here stated to you, I have contented myself with a 
simple relation of facts, accompanied with only a few short 
observations on the conduct and character of my prosecutors 
and their witnesses; leaving the rest to the reflection and 
| judgment of my country and posterity. When the preju- 

dices of the day shall have passed away like the shadow of 
a dark cloud, justice, I doubt not, will be done to my me- 
1 mory, and to theirs, 

I cannot omit this opportunity to return my 1 
ful thanks to the manly, virtuous, and disinterested friends 
who have s0 nobly and generously supported me on this 
trying occasion, and amongst them (though our acquaint- 
ance is but short) to my Solicitor, for his very anxious, 
active, and judicious conduct of my defence. Adieu, my 
dear friend! That Heaven may preserve and prosper you, is 
the dying prayer of your friend. S TOY 
W 805 JAMES COIGLY. 
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| ur DEAR FRIEND, 


I fave already mentioned my earnest e to 
Adres my Countrymen of every religious perzussion, and 
have confided that important trust to you, having also 


given the outlines or ground of the Address: There i is some 


additional matter, not yet stated, which I request may be 
introduced into it likewise, | 


j .” * Y 
** 


Ar the princi ipal wilnewes swore #39258 teen 


; and, I have good ground to say, that circumstance was 
D well known to the Crown Lawyers, and even to the Judge 


himself. Thus am I found guilty ; and my innocent blood 
must be shed, to gratify the implacable revenge, of disap- 
pointed schemes in that all-devouring al . „Jes! they 


5 --, © 


: Titus Oates; and thus make me, in the room of hot 
director in chief of all spies, informers, cut-throats, assas- 


sins, and other such villains, composing the battalion of 
testimony, by swearing through every thing in England, | 
Ireland, and Scotland, and even against people in parts 
beyond the seas; and they even pointed out the different 

places, no matter how true or false, as it would give a 
colour to the work, where the French intended to land, Kc. 
&c..... To effect this diabolical plot, the most refined means, 


5 perhaps, ever devised, were resorted to ;....not only dread- 


ful menaces agzinst me and my family if did not consent, 
but 


a1) 


hut unhounded promizes if I did: even God and Religion 
were made parties to induce me to a compliance. I had 
applied for a Priest to attend me in prison, and was asked 
by the Sub-Sheriff if there was any particular person w hom 
I would wish to have. 1 named one in London. He 
wrote immediately to express my wish to the Secretary of 
State: the gentlemen, of that department xejoiced at such 
an opportunity, A Catholic Bishop, Superior of the Priests 
in the London district, was applied to. Unexpected fas 
vours from those in power usually lay people under weighty 
obligations : hence Dr. Douglas engaged to find a Fer 
person. Was it the Priest I called for by name? No l.. 
Was he an Irihman ? No Irishman could be trusted in 
zuch important husiness l. -- A Mr. Griffiths is appointed. 
a gentleman fully acquainted with gaol affairs. In the first 
instance, he receives his cue with proper instructions from 
Dr. Douglas, in the presence and with the concurrence of 
some of his Clergy. To be further drilled, he is then sent 
to a Mr. Wickham, an Under-Secretary of State. After 
a long conference with that gentleman, he comes to the 
keeper of my prison, with credentials from the Duke of 
Portland, authorizing him to see me when he pleased, and 
strictly forbidding him to permit any other Priest to see 
ine at any time; and the fact is, another Priest was pre- 
vented even since my a 


- 4.1... On Mr. Griffiths et he produced to me * 
testimonials as a Priest, in order that I might speak to him 
with that perfect confidence that should exist between a 
penitent and his confessor, according to the rules of the 
Catholic religion. I did so, as became a zealous Christian; 
and gave him a brief history of my whole life, with that 


candour 
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Eandour 4 ene of mind whith afrays eser 
an honest Trichman! He then stated the apprehenfions en- 
tertained, by" the” Administration of this Ccuftty, of 'a 
powerful conspiracy against them in Ireland, England, and 
Scotland ; and that they were certain I could give them the 
y information concerning it. consequently expect- 
ed every usistance from me. Not only my life, which 
they told him was in their hands, -would be spared, and 
myself sufficiently provided for: but, also, my aged and 
helpless parents, my brothers, particularly the youngest, 
who is a junior officer in the army, and, in a word, all my 
friends, would be well-rewarded by a grateful Government! 
On the contrary, I should suffer in my own person the 
severest punishment the law could inflict ; my whole fa- 
mily would be persecuted, (and here he dwelt wpon the 
natural obligation I lay under to save and protect my 
Hoary parents from afflictions and persecutions); the Ca- 
tholics both of England and Ireland would share in my 
disgrace and persecution, particularly the Catholic Noble- 
men of both countries, who, though they at present stood 
well with the Minister, would suffer extremely, arid would 
never be trusted by him: for his own part, he enter- 
tained no good opinion as to the religion of 'the afore- 
said Noblemen (save the Earl of Fingall), and in par- 
ticular that of Lord Petre. Next. a grand point in- 
deed !---the indelible scandal, disgrace, and disrepute 
into which my brethren, the Catholic Clergy, would fall 
by my refiisal and untimely fate. Then he made use of 
the arguments I have already mentioned, and urged the 
natural obligation every member of society is under to dis- 
close and discover every thing that may be of use to the 
State. Finally, it was the positive decision of Dr. Dou- 
* N glas, 


1 1 


glans that; if L did not! comply withcheApviger of Adin 
.niftration,;; .could not baye,the attendance of Catholis 
Prieſt, and the sac raments would. be geſused mei as an ĩoft- 
del !! I was expressly asked, if I could o ear againſt 
fellow- prisoners, Mr. O'Connor, &c. ! In my opinion, it 
is unnecessary to relate all my answers tg: the above argu- 
ments. Suffice it to say, that truth in my moutk did not 
leave of difficulty in them. I could not make 


— 4 


the proposed discoveries, and never would attempt to save 
my life by swearing against_ any man. After having ad- 
duced a variety of arguments, texts of Scripture, &c. I 
told him, 35K. if tha hat was, a condition sine qua, I could 
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not” avs consolation of a Priest's assistance, nor of 


sacraments e, me; that in such case, ade pending and 
configing, inythe goodness, of M. God,.; I Monld despize 
such 5atellites of despotiary.;. 9 — o to. death 
with. that, Henne, ang fortitude of goul; WHICH ir £ 
urin nf; coin cen And 1.180964 Fu, Rxe N: fail.to 
inspire. on nNGHT Silos 51 o benden VItrt: 
10 ese 10 edit ih ot'o vits i: dwob nr Sg08ninupas 
dos 1, nave. given; this account at, large, in arder; to 
put all. Catholies on their: guard ggainst the artifigeg of de- 
signing men, if perchance any off them shut ever fall 
into my unfortunate, situation. No, my Brethren it. is 
not your duty, you are not obliged by your religion, to 
answer euch questions, nor male such digcovenies as they 
may think proper to require. The contrary is the fact, 
At the tribunal of confession, you are your own accusers; 
and if you do not tell the truth, it is to yaur God alone 
vou are responsible. Any eonfessor,, whether Priest or 
Bishop, . who proceeds with such questions,25 I have men- 
W transgresses the limits of his duty, is impetiinent, 
| © ridiculous, 


231 * 
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ridiculdus; and urrworthy of his office, by thus NO 
Us far as in him lies, the power of Go inte a State-toel, to 
serve ministerial purposes, and entirely . detttey the mat 
rear f Aer e . apo #1 1115 
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— Ir Friend, ee more adieu! eon . 
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Bos vinteeling it is to Rärats aid totinant'#'per 
e ! ©'T have suffered enotigti already; without” being 
perplexed in my last moments by il-timed femonstranets 
frofif the Clergy. "That L have been and art stfictiy af.A 
firmly attached to the Catholic Religion, no one bf my 
acquaintance can doubt; if any one thinks or says other- 
wise, he does me an in justice: and though it id probable I 
may not have the astistantce of A Brother Priest at my exd. 
eution, yet Pam not the less attathed to my religion, not- 
withstanding 1 have, through life, made it ny Business, as 
# conscientious duty, to oppose, at any risque, with honest 
Birmness, all doctrines, whethet broached' in 558 bt 
_ which ne of a dangerous tendeney: 
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9540 pie who attended me donde Weeks 40 
called on me again on Tuesday the 29th of May. He had 
with im a neus paper, contaming the publication of à letter 


den th Ata Of this letter he made bitter com- 
0 plaints, 


„„ . 
pPlwkzẽints, saying it attacked religion, my character, and put 
his life in danger. insisted that I should disavow it in the 
public prints, and left me to reflect on it during the night. 
Next day we spent four hours in disputation L refused to 
have any thing to do with public prints; but offered to 
testify my good opinion of him before my death, provided 
he behaved as in my mind became a pious Clergyman un- 
connected with State tricks. At first he professed to have 
only seen the letter just before he ste pped into the coach 
for Maidstone. It was brought him by an Attorney and a 
Priest; he desired one of them to carry it to the Bishop 
for his opinion. In a little time after, he knew all about 
the Bishop's opinion, and that of many others; in particu- 
lar, that of a friend of mine, Mr. M#****#*;. who is neither 
Priest nor Attorney, and who told him a great deal concern- 
ing it. It was the Bishop's decided opinion, and alsþ his 
own, that I should make all the discoveries required, 
otherwise I could not have the usual assistance in the spi- 
_ «ritual way. At length my blood got warm... I told him, I 
knew my duty, was well acquainted with the method of 
making and hearing confessions....further, I would not 
be dictated to in such a manner, either by him or his Su- 
perior, or any other person who would dare to mingle 
political affairs with spiritual matters in the tribunal of con- 
fession, and who would thus make the most awful parts of 
religion, with which mankind complies with the greatest 
reluctance, subservient to the politics of the day.. Re- 
turn, Sir, to your Bishop, and tell him, from me, to send 
me a Priest unlimited as to spiritual authority and under- 
standing. otherwise to send none at all; as I most ear- 
ghoestly request, and that for the sake of my Redeemer, that 


F. my 
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my last moments may not be emnbittered by arts 
22 bigotry and prejudice,” e 


6 Me be told ra6 be bd ebe thees br ber 
questions, relative to discoveries or informations, to put to 

me; that they did not come from the Bishop, but from 

another person, whose name he did not choose to men- 
tion. one of which went to criminate B. Binns, a person 
now in custody ; and yet he always pretended to disavow 
the desire of criminating any one, but only a wish to serve 
the Government in a general way. On my declaring that 
1 could not give him the wished- for information on that 
subject, he said, in a very signifieant manner, that he was 
very sorry it was hot in his power to promise me a reprieve, 
or even @ respite. I answered, that the first I did not ex- 
pect, 1. the cecond I 1 not * for. 


Her seems very ackifiting that I should make 2 
Declaration at the place of execution, or any Address to 
my countrymen. L as, he says, it might weaken the Govern- 
ment, and hence must be uncharitable: but I shall not 
be controuled in these points. Indeed, he attempts to jus- 
tify, not only the Government, but also the Crown Law- 
yers, in their proceedings; and says, they had no design 
upon my life, as their whole aim was directed against Mr. 
20 Connor. 'Whence he derives his information, I think it 
not worthy my notice to inquire; but it is evidently from 
no mean authority. Previous to his departure for Lon- 
Aon, he asked me to call on the Sheriff for any particular 
Priest who would be more pleasing to me; and earnestly 
Gevired to know a I had any objection to himself, as he 
wished 


[+88 :J 

vished to attend me at the last hour. My answer way 
brief. I would not call any particular Priest; such person 
might be subjected to the same persecution: As to him- 
self, I had no objection whatever, nor to any other autho- 
rized Clergyman; but he must first divest himself of the 8 2 
5 e for which he had nee contended. © © 


. b of the present affairs of ot Europe, Henke 
that the large sums of money charitably bestowed by Ge- 
vernment on the Emigrant Clergy, have disarmed, at least 
for a time, the Divine Vengeance; and thus, by drawing 
down an extraordinary blessing on the country, have pro- 
Crastinated its fate! That the Government has been very 
libetal in donations from the public purse, and that many 
individuals have been generous and liberal, I will readily 
admit; yet I cannot larget the words of Terence, Prazi- 
mus aum egomet mihi And I will assert, that these sums 
wauld have been as charitably and as advantageously laid 
out by the English Government in support of the starving 
poar in Ireland, where, surely, the obligation lay. | Look 
at the statements of the poor of Dublin alone, published 
by authority last Summer, and at different periods during 
the war., Yes! whilst a father, 1 bn, a brother, or zome 
dear relative from each family, was engaged in the bloody 
contest, fighting the battles of England, the remainder are 
left to starve at home, through want of trade, the necessary 
consequence of war; and at the same time the children's 
bread is triumphantly thrown away! Alas] poor people! 
it is your fate to have your brave youth called forth, not 
only to fight the battles, but also to crown with laurels, 
titles and pensions, certain men in a neighbouring coun- 


F 2 try, 


"£24473 
try, whilst you remain either n. Ry or nere. 
cute d.. Sic vos non vobis.“ | | ; 


* . 


— 


; I vo not mean to injure or cast reflections on 1 the 
X Emigrants : No....they have already expenenced deep 
distress and numberless afflictions on many occasions I 
do not wish to heap Pelion on Ossa. Besides, truth re- 
nires that I should declare my good opinion of the Emi- 
grant Clergy, with many of whom I, have lived, and per- 
formed the ecclesiastical functions, in the days of their pro- 
$perity ; ; their humane principles and moral conduct did 
honour to themselves and to their country: But here 1 
speak only of the inferior Clergy; as to those dignified with 
the humble and truly apostolic title, Illustrissiini Ær- 
clesiæ Prindipes,”. 1 $shall not * to say any e | 


- ” 
+. As - 


nd * * KENT LIN of notice, that n my 8 F cond 
.endeayoured to palliate the conduct of the Reverend Arthur 
Young, and others who might have tampered with the 
Jurors previous to my trial; and in his own. defence, ſor 
not having performed his duty towards me as he ought when 
called upon, he alledged the general practice of the Ca- 
tholic Clergy. in England. If such be their practice, 1 
shall only observe, that it, like many other things, calls 
Joudly for a reform, He also attempted to justify the 
Minister for having issued fresh Warrants against Mr. 
O'Connor and me during our conſinement, by saying 
that it was a measure of necessary precaution, digtatedby 
the public safety! | 178 


F 


Tux 


1 
Tux established Cleryman of this place, a Mr. 
Lloyd, * just sent me a tender 15 25 services. 1 am re- 
. to hear what. he . to 1 1. 70, 3289 
_ I cannot say 3 Mr. Ford v was «dd oath when 
trinslating the French passport produced in Court ; perhaps 
my Lawyers know. If I had thought myself at liberty to ask 
him questions, I would have made it evident, even to 
Justice Buller himself, that Mr. Ford does not understand 
the French language: Such bungling was never heard in 
a Court of Justioe, not only es to the aforesaid passport, 
but also some papers written in the Latin language, at- 
tempted to be read in Latin to the Jury by Mr. Knappe. 
Good God! what 4 burlesque on common sense! A pro- 
fessional gentleman appointed to read, as part of evidence, 
to the Jurors. What ? papers he manifestiy did not Undef- 
stand himself And had each of the Jurors been as learn- 
ed as Lipsius or Scaliger, they could not have under- 
stood him; no, not even with the comments of the Bench 
and Attorney-General. It is 4 lamentable consideration 
for the Lenthed' of Great Britain, - that the Benen, "Bows 
street Runners and Crown "Lav ers "altogether; compriſing 
Messrs. Garrow; White and C- were not able to translate 
a few plain sentences of Latin and French l.. Tell it 
not in Gath.” "Wy we ons ns Jin and honest, without | 


Fg laming, 8 
n . 8 < 


"Fan removed to another cell, wit two doors, 
seven © A and Six bolts. The double grating of the 
window i 80 thick and close as to admit very little light. 
It is the ame, I understand, that was pecupied by the 
misguided Parker. | | 
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1 HAVE once more applied in yan for permission * 
t bee 1 only friend. Cruel, hard- hearted brutes ! "You 
boast of your humanity, lberality and * when 


in fact * 30g are worse than SAVAges. 
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I. an u your account of my trial, S. it in yoyy 
Paper, If any thing could add to the astonishment and 
indighation which I must feel at such a mass of false evi- 
gence being adduced against me, it would be a publica: 
Bon 59 replete with errors and inaccuracies. Is is;unneces; 
gary for me to comment on them; as, in a ſew. days, you 
will see a more correct edition from angthey quarter : But 
as qu 5gem. fond of Mr. Frederick Dulton, from. the mon- 
ner you have particularized him, calling him with empha: 
sis an, Irichman. and for. so doing you most certainly had 
no authority. give me leave to7 set you right: Mr. Dut- 
ton swore, he then was a Quarter-masterr in the corps. of 
drivers attached to the Royal Irish Artillery; had his wary 
rant in his pocket, and held also a post in the revenue; 
he also expected to be further rewarded and, protected by 
Government. ] shall not examine his character here. It 
bs blexted Fore where, save in Kent. I call Gad to wit- 
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The Sheriff gave permission when it was too ate 
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 Maidstone Gaol, ad June, 1798. 
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5 ness, fliat he has ſworn falsely against me. Vet 1 have 


to request of you, not to degrade him in future publica 
tons; tidy, restore him to his rank in the world, and tob 


not a great Nation of the honour of his birth. . Les, Mr. 


Printer! Mr. Frederick Dutton, Gentleman, is à true» 


born English man : His family reside, as yet, in. the place 


of their nativity, not even .fiſty miles from Maidstone, 
where his mother and sisters are remarkably well known. 
It is to be hoped, when the new-made Gentleman has ac 
quired a sufficient property in Ireland, that they will all 
go over to colonize there... Vou owe it to truth and justice 
to 25 the injury done Mr. Dutton's chatncter. 4 


Your's, 


JAMES 8 f 


10 
THE ATTORNEY: GENERAL 
Ae Gaol, Si 5, 1798. 


— RES 85 8 
15 Weaz I not certain of immediate execution, I 
would not take the liberty of sending you these my last 
lines, by way of a memento of a person legally * * * 


2 *. III readily admit, that you were not originally 


a party in the coRepiracy to * * me: But will ask 
you, 


— 


C 6 


you, Sir, in the face of your Country, is ĩt possible you 
could hold your situation, and proceed in it as you did, 

without the knowledge of at least a part of te FF$%**5 
committed against me ? According to your own technical 
| phraseology, I shall give you a case in point. You were 
prevent 'in the Privy Council Chamber when Mr. Ford 
read over my examination. I was asked by Messrs. Gren- 


ville and Pitt, was it correctly. taken down? J answered, it 


was not.. that many of my answers were not mentioned at 
all, and, when they were, it was not in my words, hut 
changed to a different meaning. Now, Sir, you were also 
present in the Court at Maidstone, when Mr. Ford swore 

the contrary; that is, he swore that I made no objection 
whatever to sign it on the score of authenticity or correct- 
ness: and he also swore that he took down every thing 
material in my answers; whereas, Sir, you know the con- 
trary. I call a to testify the truth hereafter, though 
you were silent wien Mr. Ford *###*#*#**#* #######* 
to your knowledge. Yes! you know that I was ety 
pressed by Mr. Pitt to answer. Was I, or not, a Member 
of the Corresponding Society ? Was I, or not, connected 
with it, the Whig Club, or some other Political Societies 
in this country? Did I, or not, attend meetings of such 
Societies at Furnival's Inn Cellar, or elsewhere P.. To all 
of these questions I answered directly. that I never was a 

member of any Political Society in Great Britain. , tiat I 
never attended any of their meetings in Furnival's Inn 
Cellar, or elsewhere, either public or private. Now, Sir, 
I repeat the question, and urge it home to you, Were you 
not present, and silent, in the Court, when Mr. Ford 
a ###*##*®* gy that point? Did you not de- 
clare in Court, repeatedly, that from your situation as 
Public 


/ 


ta7 


Public Acemer, you were bound to protect me from any 
injustice whatever? Did you fulfil your promise ?....I have 
known many Attorneys-General rather inclined to the 
punica fides. Two of them were remarkable. Monsieur 
Joli de Fleury, Attorney-General to Lewis XVI; and 
2 Tinvile, EN to Robexpierre. 


Do you net 1210 Sir, that Mr. Ford, after 
having examined Rivett, Fugion and Twopenny at Bo-] - 
street, called me up, and said, that the only charge against 


me was that of attempting to leave this kingdom, and go into 


parts beyond the eas, without a regular license for $0 doing? 
These were his words, literally: Mr. Ford even said it was 
bailable. Now, Sir, if Riveft, Fugion and Twopenny 


| had given the same evidence then, as they gave afterwards 


in Court, is it in the nature of the man that Mr. Ford 
would have held such language to me? Can he be sup- 


posed so ignorant of his duty ?. Neither did Mr. Ford once 


mention any treasonable paper whatever af that examina- 
tion 4/0 


Rivzrr, when confronted with me at Bow-street, 
was obliged to acknowledge, in presence of Mr. Ford, 


that neither he, nor any of his companions, had ever asked 


my name; yet he swore in Court that we all refused to tell 


our names! Nor did Mr. Ford take any notice of the 
above-mentioned circumstance in his account, Why were 


we not examined the following day, the ad of March? 


Why did Rivett, the following evening, when giving me up 


to a King's Messenger, say, Now, you are under a diffe- 
rent — are now a State 983 — 


989ͤ 


ILY 


Won: arrested at Margate, I made no resistance, 
| Ch. I could have done it effectually. It was I who 
called. for a Magistrate, and insisted positively. to have one 
brought, a and all my papers examined in my presence, be- 
fore either they or I should be taken out of the room; upon 
which Rivett and Fugion produced handcuffs,. and threat- 
ened to put them on me, if I continued to insist on that 

I COULD point out many 4 instances + 
& jn all the principal witnesses against me; but as * 
am convinced they could not escape your penetration, T. 
shall proceed to other matters, and ask, why you did 
not produce the Gaoler of Dundalk as a witness, according 
to the notice served on me? You were very anxious in 
words for my Justification, and the above Gaoler would 
have been a most material witness for me: he was not pro- 
duced, and I was deceived. Why did you not assist the 
| learned Judge as to the gross mistakes he made relative to 
my case when summing up the evidence? It could not 
escape your notice, that he changed two years into ten 


years; also, his mempmble remark on a good-moral cha- 
racter 7 _ 


18 


/ 
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Now, with; my last We I do solemnly declare, 
That I never was the bearer of any letter, paper, writing, or 
message, from any man, or body of men, in this or any other 
kingdom, to the Executive Directory of France, or to any one 
for them. never was a Member of the Corresponding or any 
other Society in Great Britain. never attended any of their 
Meetings, either Ae or private ; AND AM INNOCENT QF 


THE 


E467 

Tae cuanor ron WHICH 1 DIE. , So help me God J. These, 
my dying words, shall resound in your years 80 long 28 | 
you live; but particularly, in your last moments, the me- 
lancholy reflection must haunt you incessantly, that you 
were a Mts instrument in eee . *. 0 amm vel 

e the wha of God, I cute you 110 al 
my enemies, particularly those concerned in my murder; 
earnestly conjuring you, by the living God, to be more 
careful in future how you imbrue your hands in the inno- 
cent blood of your fellow en 


* 


1 n, Sir, 
Tour much injured, though forgiving, 
Humble Servant,. | Fl 


e ne IS 4... 


10 HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF PORTLAND, 
TORR Ae Gaol, June 6, n 


MAY IT PLEASE YOUR GRACE, 


\ I map just taken the pen to entreat a speedy es exe 
cution of the sentence against me, when the arriyal of the 
Warrant was announced: Therefore I change the sub- 
ject of the letter, to thank your Lordship for having or- 
dered a coup de grace to my unfortunate existence. It 


cannot be zupposed that a Most Noble Personage could 
n have 
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| pare on that subject, if his honesty could once get the 
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for the sake of religion. 


my body, they affect not my mind. There exists not a 
Power — of making = Shrink. from the * ] owe 


c 1 


have any TO OY directly or indirectly, of the spbore W 
nation of perjury carried on against me; yet it is not the 

less true, that euch schemes were put in practice, ts obtain | 
a verdict of guilty ; and Mr, W could give ample in · 


better of his other good qualities. It may not appear to 


your Lordship an affair of moment, whether I am inno- 
cent or guilty in fact, as the decisive sentence is now past; 


dut to my character it is due, and to the Public at large it : 


is of the utmost consequence, that the true state of the cave 
should be known. This will appear hereafter, when 1 
have not a doubt but my innocence will be made as public- 


as my untimely fate. 


ws your Grace will please permit me to 


make my last protestation upon earth, previous to my ap- 
pearance at the judgment seat of Almighty God. Stand- 


ing on the brink, to be launched, in a few minutes hence, 


into eternity, I solemnly — hes the RO See 
the ET ng letter. 7 : 


? Dir ori" reguiest T have to make is, "that your 
5 1 will permit this letter to stand on record, as my 


last declaration against all those who were concerned in my 
murder. Conscious innocence has hitherto supported me 
through heavy afflictions and deep e distress ; and I truſt it 


will, with the assistance of God, cause me to triumph, _ 
even in the torments of a violent death, over the implaca- 


ble malice of my enemies, whom 1 forgive from my heart 
Though the tools of party kill 


to 


83 
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Messengers Extraordinary to the other world, ene . 
Ways * 9782 mild aud merciful nn, 


Fiat Juatitia, - xt G 
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JAMES COIGLY. | 


- ADDRESS OF THE REV, JAMES COIGLY, 
_ ee 
"THE PEOPLE or IRELAND. — 
Maidatone Gaol, — 0 1798. 


dan COUNTRY MEN | | 


' I nes leave to commence with my en the 
Lrich Catholics. - Ves, my Friends ! you know me, very 


+> 


to my God and to my Country, were it even to aue my ; 
life. I can only ay, that I am one of your Lordship's . 


many of you, personally. You have been witnesses of. 
my moral conduct, and have not forgot my exertions 


in favour of the indigent and unprotected, You well 
know, I am, and always have been, stedfastly attached, 
equally with you, to the principles of our Holy Religion. 
It is, then, in the name of our Religion and of our God, 
that I call upon, exhort and conjure you, never, never to 
break the solemn engagements of Union, Friendship, and 
Brotherly Love, which you have gloriously entered into 
with your Brethren of every religious persuasion. No, 


m_y 
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| t a 1 
my Brethren! hearken not to the fiends of Seren the 
sycophants of Oppression, nor the locusts of Ireland. 
Under whatever specious mask they address you. whether 
as a Prelate of your religion, who, having secretly received 
his instructions at that sink of corruption the Casile of Dub- 
lin, deals forth, in his mandates or. pastoral letters, false- 

| hoods little short of Blasphemy, equally injurious to your 
religion and to your temporal interest, and that from the 
| holy altar of the Lord, in order to impose upon you in the 
name of God., whether as a Country Pastor, who has not 
fortitude to resist the importunities of some neighbouring 
petty tyrant, and thus weakly adds his criminal signature to 
a deadly manifesto against your dearest interests. . Whether 
he be an upstart, just honoured with the commission of the 
Peace, or a secret bribe, in order to overawe or deceive 
vou. or, finally, should he be the degenerate offspring 
of your ancient and renowned Chieftans, under whose 
command your brave ancestors have so often marched to 
victory, defending and u pholding Foreign States when 
tottering in their very centre, but unfortunately too for- 
getful of their own country.—I repeat it, my Friends ! 
hearken not to them: Tour Saviour commands the con- 
trary: Love God above all things, and your. neighbour 
as yourself. Continue, then, to cultivate that brother- 
hood of affection, and union of sentiment, with your neigh- IM .' 
bours of every religious persuasion, by which alone you 
may hope for blessings in this life, and happiness in the f 
next; and which I have made the pride of To tife, _ 8 
? Ta: arm} 253 ta off! 
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To you, We Irish Brethren, ** differ fen me i. 


in religious sentiments, especially Dissenters, I have little e 
, to 


KA * 3 


to say. Born and bred amongst you, you know. my prin- 
ciples and exertions. . how ardently I cherished the hope of 


seeing all party rage, intolerent bigotry, baneful prejudice, 
and religious animosity, for ever buried under the Altar 


of National Union. Ves, my F riends! the day is at 


hand, when that glorious plan will be realized, in de- 


spite of all the powers of darkness. when the North 


and South, the East and West, of my beloved Country, 
fully united in the endearing ties of brotherly affection, 


shall bid eternal defiance to all villains, whether they come 


from France, England, or elsewhere.....Convinced from 


my soul that you will strictly adhere to that Union which Tas 


1MMORTAL Ox sealed with his blood, and which we Catholics 
are sealing with ours every day, I deem it unnecessary to 


exhort you to any thing but mercy. Though our enemies 
have been cruel in the extreme, stain not the character of 
Irishmen. though all the arts of wickedness have been 
WY OY on you, be ye merciful # 


. I shall not have the satisfaction of dying among | 


you, m my wish is that even my bones should rest at Belfast ; 


but that is also denied me. I need not recommend to your 
friendship an helpless old man, my Father, now on the 
verge of four score. In his day he was braver than any 


of his children; and now, I trust, he will glorify the Lord, 


that he has had a son not unworthy of him,” being murdered 


for the cause of God and his s Country, by a band of * 


noned ruffians. 


—— 


| Any you, aa who have engaged i in that 
7 plot, the Orange Association,....knowing many 
of you personally to have been ee in Ae Prinei- 


£557 


Ju until led away by the Syrens of vice al corruption, 1 

must call upon you to reflect seriously on your present situa- 
tion. Why have you refused to hear the commands of God, 
and enlisted in the service of the Devil? Why hi ve you re- 
jected the glorious title of United Irishmen, to accept that of 
West- Indian Blood-hounds 7 Why have you received the 
wages of Tyranny, to murder your innocent and unoffending 
Brethren? Why have you ravished the charms, inflicted 
zuch deadly wounds, and torn the very vitals of your dis- 
tressed mother, in your attempts of compelling her to be- 
come the everlasting prostitute to Foreign Despotism ? 
Oft-times have I heard some of your Leaders inveigh bit- 
terly against thoſe dealers in human' blood, the petty Ty- 
rants of Germany, who compel their wretched subjects to 
enlist, and then hire them at so much a head ts the wholesale 
butchers of mankind. Now when these petty butchers, as 
to power, are no more. when, like Bajazet, they are con- 
fined to their cages, you have recourse to associate with 
the vilest slaves of Germany. Worthy confederates! what 
a pity that the Tygress of the North did not live another 
year! (Mr. Pitt had then arranged the plan)....you would 
have had 25,000 Russian bears to aid you in the virtuous 
scheme of depopulating Ireland! . 


| I 2zsxecu you, Countrymen, Neighbours and 
Companions, to hearken to the doleful lamentations 
of your bleeding Country. Continue no longer deaf to 
the tendet calls of Humanity ; and, in renouncing all 
imitation of German butchers, Russian tygers, Welch 
murderers, and English robbers, proudly proclaim yours 
zelves the Sons or Exix. For my part, I from my heart 


forgive * Ere long, when your delusion will be past, 
you 


you will lament my fate, ns acknowledge that 7 nave 


 _ vixd FOR, YOU ALSO, 


a remnant of bigotry or illiberal prejudice remain on either 


55 the only godlike, upon earth. 


| Wieder, where we shall have but one faith. , How igno- 
rant, then, or how wicked, must that man be, who at- 
tempts, through interested motives, to make us enemies 
for religion's sake. Persevere, then, my Brethren and 
Fellow-Countrymen, in your laudable efforts. By your 


Pour cause. .- As yet a little, and your constancy will pre- 


br 


Bar runrx of every religious persuasion let not © 


side. Be sober, my Brethren l. J repeat it, be sober. 
cautious as the serpent ; and, when courage or bravery are 
requisite, act as Irishmen vuxiTep..... Draw still closer the 
bonds of Union, the only pleasing, the only profitable, 


I Bor, I trust, I "02" that we shall al * 1 


example, you will disarm some of your enemies, and at- 
tach all the worthy, the brave, the honest and virtuous, to 


vail, nay K over the bigotry, prejudice and wicked 
pretensions of many ages. Behold the hand of your Lord, 
your God, is already stretched forth in vengeance over your 
unrelenting oppressors. Often have they called out 
« peace, peace! but it is not so, saith the Lord; for, be- 
4c hold the scourge of war, and all its evils, shall not be 
% removed from their doors, until the shackles of the 
* bondsmen and slaves are broken, and the oppressed de- 
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© JAMES COIGLY. 
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